
PALM SUNDAY 

S pring is here. If you are 
around on the streets and 
roads of Hillsboro you should 
notice the cherry trees and 
other beautiful trees blos¬ 
soming. There is great activity 
being seen with birds and 
insects. You see that there is 
new life. It would be a shame 
if all of us living in this part of 
the country did not notice it. I think this is a great spectacle 
to watch the beauty of nature unfolding with new life. There 
are different ways to enjoy the beauty of spring; i.e. there 
are people who go out to walk under the shining sun and 
enjoy the beautiful colors of trees and shrubs blooming; 
others will enjoy taking pictures, maybe a painting, some 
others writing a song or a poem. 

Today, we celebrate Palm Sunday. It seems like mere coin¬ 
cidence, but it is not. We are entering into a time of great 
celebration, the Resurrection of Christ. As in spring, with 
blossoms, insects and birds coming into new life, we too 
celebrate the new life we have in the Resurrection of our 
Lord. It would be a shame, also, that with all this explosion 
of hope for eternal life, we will not stop our busy lives to 
reflect on the sacred mysteries of these coming days. There 
will be people living these days in different ways - some will 
enjoy these Holy Days by just going to the services, some 
will make a change in their lives (for good), maybe others 
will watch the Passion of Christ again (only), some others 
will read the Bible and reflect on the suffering of Christ for 
us. I hope this year is different, that we do more. I hope we 
also make a change in our lives and become an example of 
Christian life. 

I think the other priests will agree with me that the reading 
of the Passion of Christ on this Sunday is difficult to make a 
homily from. The suggestion I have is to let yourself get into 
the scene and participate in the situation of the Passion of 
Christ. Where are you in the scene? Who of the characters 
at the Passion are you? What would you do in the presence 
of such injustice? The Liturgy today gives us the opportu¬ 
nity to participate as if we were at the time of Jesus - let us 
unite with Our Lord in His Passion to save you and save me. 

It is interesting to see that all the details of the reading of 
the Passion in St. Mark teach a very profound theology 
of the Christian life, very similar to that which St. Paul 
transmits to us in his letter to the Corinthians (2 Cor 12:9) 
where he says that the strength of Christ is revealed in his 
weakness, that is, the wisdom of the Cross. Yes, this “wis¬ 


dom” will scandalize the Jews and Greeks, AND many 
of us. This is why in the Passion of St Mark it is a 
pagan (the Centurion) who declares, “Truly this man 
was the Son of God!” The judgment of God is very 
different from our own judgment. Jesus on the Cross 
does not speak to the worlds idea of success - the ac¬ 
cumulation of illicit wealth, the destruction of nature 
for private gain, famine on one side of the world and 
waste on the other, super-powered individuals, covet¬ 
ing of others property, pride, etc. God, rather, invites 
us to join in the Passion of Christ, to give us freedom 
and eternal life through His Son Jesus. Let us dispose 
ourselves into this Passion with Christ. 

Fr. Agustin Rodriguez M.Sp.S. - Associate Pastor 

DOMINGO DE RAMOS 

Y a empezo la Primavera. A1 pasar por las calles de 

Hillsboro y los caminos al derredor nos damos cuenta 
que los arboles de cerezas estan floreciendo y los pajaritos 
cantando y revoloteando entre los arboles. Seria una lastima 
que las personas que vivimos en esta zona del pais no nos 
detuvieramos a contemplar el espectaculo de la naturaleza 
en su plena belleza. Hay diferentes formas de disfrutar de 
la belleza de la naturaleza de este tiempo de primavera, 
por ejemplo; hay personas que salen a disfrutar del sol y el 
espectaculo de ver los arboles floreciendo, otras personas 
utilizaran sus camaras para tomar las mejores fotografias, 
posiblemente otras empezaran a pintar el paisaje en canvas 
de diferentes tamanos, y tal ves otras escribiran un poema 
o una cancion. 

Hoy celebramos el domingo de Ramos, y pareciera coinci- 
dencia con lo que pasa en la alegria de la primavera pero 
en realidad estamos entrando en la celebracion mas grande 
de nuestra fe, la Resurreccion del Senor. Tambien seria una 
lastima que todos los que creemos en Cristo no nos deten- 
gamos a reflexionar en la grandeza de la fiesta que estamos 
a punto de celebrar. La lectura de este domingo de la Pasion 
segun San Marcos debe ser como si fueramos nosotros 
mismos, algo como el “evangelio y yo,” asi como las prim- 
eras comunidades lo vivieron, debemos ponerle los cinco 
sentidos y hacerla nuestra. 

Estoy seguro que los padres comparten conmigo el sen- 
timiento profundo de que no se puede explicar la lectura 
de la Pasion de Nuestro Senor en una homilia. Creo que 
solo nos queda invitarte a que te sientas participante de 
este hermoso relato, identificate con un personaje, donde 
estarias presente, como hubieras actuado en ese caso. Deja 
que la liturgia de hoy te haga uno con Nuestro Senor en su 
Pasion de Salvarte a ti y salvarme a mi. 





Es interesante ver que todos los detalles de la lectu- 
ra de la Pasion en San Marcos ensena una teologia 
muy profunda de la vida Cristiana, muy parecida 
a la que nos transmite San Pablo en su carta a 
los Corintios donde dice que la fuerza de Cristo 
se revela en su debilidad, o sea la sabiduria de la 
Cruz. Por eso esta sabiduria escandaliza a judios 
y griegos y hasta a muchos de nosotros en estos 
tiempos, yo creo que por eso quien da testimonio 
de Jesus es el Centurion, un hombre pagano que 


dice: “verdaderamente este era Hijo de Dios” La 
logica de Dios es muy distinta de nuestra logica, 
porque desde la Cruz el Hijo de Dios confunde 
la sabiduria humana como son la acumulacion 
de riquezas, la vanagloria, el poder desbordante, 
la injusticia, la inmunidad, porque frente a tanta 
miseria en nuestro mundo Dios no puede ser 
un triunfador, sino mas bien un apasionado por 
darnos la libertad y la vida eterna 
a traves de su Hijo. Dispongamonos 
a vivir la pasion con Jesus. 

Fr. Agustin Rodriguez M.Sp.S. - 
Vicario 



